
 

 

LOS LUNAS SCHOOLS BOARD OF EDUCATION 
SPECIAL MEETING 2 
DECEMBER 14, 2020 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Board President Bryan Smith called the Board Meeting to order at 6:22 pm. He announced that the 

board members would be participating remotely via Zoom. He welcomed those participating via 

Zoom and those watching the board meeting during live streaming. Mr. Smith said that the link to 

the meeting was on the District Web Page under Board of Education. He added that the streaming 

would run through the end of the meeting. If the Board was on break, or in closed session, the screen 

would fade to black and the sound would be muted. In addition, in the event that the audio should 

be disrupted, he stated that the meeting would be paused until it was re-established. Mr. Smith 

reminded everyone to please mute their microphones if they were not actively involved in the 

conversation.   He then announced that the following individuals were participating via Zoom: 

 
Board Members Present:   Bryan C. Smith, President 
 Eloy G. Giron, Vice President  
 Steven R. Otero, Secretary 
 Frank A. Otero, Member 

 P. David Vickers, Member 
 
Administrators Present:  Walter G. Gibson, Acting Superintendent 

 Brian Baca, Deputy Superintendent 
 Claire Cieremans, Chief Finance Officer 
 Susan D. Chavez, Assistant Superintendent 
 

 Others Present: Matthew Narvaiz, Valencia County News Bulletin 
 Margo Rivera, NEA-LL 
Five additional (5) additional individuals participated via Zoom 
 Approximately 886 individuals watched via streaming 

 
 
2. ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 

 
 

Acting Superintendent Walter Gibson reported the meeting had been announced in accordance 

with the Open Meetings Resolution, and was a legally constituted meeting of the Los Lunas 

Schools Board of Education. 



 

 

 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
 
Mr. Vickers led the audience in the Pledge. 

 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

 

Mr. Smith asked if there were any changes or deletions to the agenda.  There being no changes, he 

called for a motion to approve the agenda. 

 

Mr. S. Otero moved, and Mr. Giron seconded, to approve the agenda as presented by Mr. 

Gibson and his staff.  There being no further discussion, Mr. Smith called for a roll call vote 

with the following results: P. David Vickers – yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; Steven R. Otero - 

yes; Eloy G. Giron – yes; and Bryan C. Smith – yes.  Motion passed – 5:0. 

 

5. APPROVAL OF SELECTION OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 

Mr. Smith said that, as stated in that morning's first special meeting, the Board held three interviews 

that afternoon for the position of Superintendent of Schools.  He added that the candidates were 

each outstanding and he was confident each one of them would have been an excellent choice to 

lead this District. Mr. Smith said that before he called for a motion, he would like Ms. Wolfe to go 

over their chain of events for the rest of this meeting. 
 

Ms. Wolfe stated that the first order of business was to call for a motion, second, and vote on the 

person they were choosing to be the next Superintendent of Los Lunas Schools, pending successful 

negotiations of a contract to be held in Closed Executive Session.  Once the person was selected, 

Mr. Smith would then call for a motion, second, and vote to go in Closed Executive Session, where 

they would discuss the contract and do the final negotiations with the successful candidate.  Once 

they returned from Closed Executive Session, Mr. Smith would call for motion, second, and vote 

on the contract if the negotiations were successful. He would then provide the final details of the 

contract.  If the negotiations were not successful, they would need to come out and start the process 



 

 

over regarding the position.  
 

Mr. Smith thanked her for the information, and asked if the Zoom link would be the same one that 

they had used earlier that day.   She explained that it was a different link, and offered to resend it to 

the board members.  A brief discussion ensued between Mr. Smith and the Executive Assistant 

regarding the particulars of inviting the successful person into the Closed Session that would be 

held via Zoom.  Mr. Smith said he would let her know when to send the link.  
 
5.  APPROVAL OF SELECTION OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS   (Continued) 

Mr. Smith called for a motion regarding the selection for the next Superintendent of Los Lunas 

Schools, pending successful contract negotiations. 

  
Mr. F.  Otero moved, and Mr. S. Otero seconded, to approve the nomination of Dr. Arsenio 

Romero as the next Superintendent of Los Lunas Schools, pending successful contract 

negotiations that would take place in closed Executive Session.  There being no further 

discussion, Mr. Smith called for a roll call vote with the following results: P. David Vickers 

– yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; Steven R. Otero - yes; Eloy G. Giron – yes; and Bryan C. Smith 

– yes.  Motion passed – 5:0. 

 

Mr. Smith congratulated Dr. Romero and called for a motion regarding Item #6. 

 

6. CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION: Limited Personnel Matters; Specifically, 
Discussion With Superintendent Regarding Contract Negotiations {Pursuant to 10-15-
1 H (2) NMSA 1978} 
 

Mr. Giron moved, and Mr. S. Otero seconded, to go into CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Regarding Limited Personnel Matters; Specifically, Discussion With Superintendent 

Regarding Contract Negotiations {Pursuant to 10-15-1 H (2) NMSA 1978}.  There being no 

additional discussion, Mr. Smith called for a vote with the following results: P. David Vickers 

– yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; Mr. S. Otero – yes; Eloy G. Giron – yes; and Bryan C. Smith – 

yes.  Motion passed: 5:0. 

 
CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION 



 

 

 
 The Board went into Closed Executive Session at 6:20 pm. 
 
Mr. Smith called for a motion to go back into Regular Session  
 

Mr. Giron moved, and Mr. Vickers seconded, to go back into Regular Session.  There 

being no discussion, Mr. Smith called for a vote with the following results: P. David 

Vickers – yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; Mr. S. Otero – yes; Eloy G. Giron – yes; and Bryan 

C. Smith – yes.  Motion to go back into Regular Session passed – 5:0. 

 

REGULAR SESSION 
 The Board went back into Regular Session at 6:45 pm. 
 

7. ACTION REGARDING TERMS OF SUPERINTENDENT CONTRACT 
 

 
Mr. F. Otero clarified with Mr. Smith the information that was to be included in the motion. 

 
Mr. F. Otero moved, and Mr. Vickers seconded, to approve the contract of 

Superintendent Romero as negotiated, with Mr. Smith to read the details of the contract 

at the conclusion of the vote.  

 

Mr. Vickers asked if it was possible to dispense with reading every paragraph of the contract.  

After a brief discussion with the Executive Assistant, Mr. Smith said he would paraphrase 

the contract details to include the start date, salary, and length of the contract. 

7.  ACTION REGARDING TERMS OF SUPERINTENDENT CONTRACT   (Continued) 
 

There being no discussion, Mr. Smith called for a vote with the following results: P. 

David Vickers – yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; Mr. S. Otero – yes; Eloy G. Giron – yes; and 

Bryan C. Smith – yes.  Motion to approve the terms of the contract as agreed upon 

passed – 5:0. 

 

Mr. Smith announced that the start date for Dr. Romero would be January 18, 2021 for a 

period of two years with a starting salary of $160,000.00 per year. 

 



 

 

After a brief discussion with Ms. Wolfe, Mr. Smith respectfully requested that the Board 

make a second motion to authorize him to finalize the contract with Dr. Romero, in 

conjunction with Ms. Wolfe’s help. 

 

Mr. Vickers moved, and Mr. S. Otero seconded, to authorize the Board President to 

finalize the details of the superintendent’s contract, including the various dates to be 

adjusted based on the start date.  There being no discussion, Mr. Smith called for a vote 

with the following results: P. David Vickers – yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; Mr. S. Otero – 

yes; Eloy G. Giron – yes; and Bryan C. Smith – yes.  Motion to approve the terms of the 

contract as agreed upon passed – 5:0. 

 

A brief discussion ensued between Mr. Smith and the Executive Assistant who noted that Dr. 

Romero’s start date was on Martin Luther King Day, a district holiday.  Mr. Smith said the 

Board had discussed it and felt that it didn’t make a difference because they were going from 

30 days, and that Dr. Romero had told them he would be willing to start on that date.  Mr. 

Smith said that Dr. Romero’s would simply be on vacation his first day. 

 

Mr. Smith stated that before they went to Item #8 Adjournment, he would like to afford Dr. 

Romero the opportunity to say a couple of words. 

 

7.  ACTION REGARDING TERMS OF SUPERINTENDENT CONTRACT   (Continued) 
 

Dr. Romero stated that it was an honor for him to be there that evening with them. He said he  would 

like to say hello to the Community of Los Lunas Schools. It was an amazing community with an 

amazing school district with wonderful teachers and wonderful principals. 

 
Dr. Romero added that the community itself, was rich with history, and one that he knew of very 

well.  He was looking forward to coming back home, and thanked the Board, for allowing him to 

do so. He stated that he was looking forward to working with everyone in the community, getting 

to know teachers, getting to know principals, getting to know the various departments, as well as, 

families and businesses.  

 
Dr. Romero stated that it was going to be a wonderful, exciting time, as they moved forward 

together. He thanked President Smith and the members of the Board for having the trust in him as 

they moved forward.   He said he looked forward to doing it together. 



 

 

 
8.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Mr. Smith stated that led them to Item #8 Adjournment and called for a motion to adjourn the 

meeting. 
 
 

Mr. Giron moved, and Mr. S. Otero seconded, to adjourn the meeting. There being no 

discussion, Mr. Smith called for a vote with the following results: P. David Vickers – yes; 

Frank A. Otero – yes; Steven R. Otero - yes; Eloy G. Giron – yes. 
 

Mr. Smith stated that before he cast his vote, he wanted to thank each and every one of the board 

members, Ms. Wolfe and the entire staff for taking their entire day.   He said they did a wonderful 

job that day, and they couldn't have done it without each and every one of them.  Mr. Smith added 

that he and the other board members had terrific conversations and he appreciated them all very, 

very much.  He then cast his vote  - Bryan C. Smith – yes. Motion to adjourn passed – 5:0. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:53 pm. 
 
Approved this 19th day of January 2021. 

 Bryan C. Smith, Board President 
 

Steven. R. Otero, Board Secretary 
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